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The author gives a brief report on the basic differences in the creation, acquisition
and preservation of printed (paper) and online (digital) publications which are important
for outlining the basic role of libraries, i.e. the onward transmission of the human record.
The paper therefore stresses the need for a systematic exploration of the online publishing
space and the types of online publications in order to start a meaningful upgrading of the
universal bibliographic control concept applicable to online resources. The author suggests
that for the needs of selecting valuable resources at an early stage a taxonomy for which he
has offered the initial variables should be applied, the variables including the following:
popular aspects of the document, surrogate of the printed document, type of publisher,
static or dynamic character of the publication. Based on the application of the above-
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mentioned variables, the author places the online documents within a simplified hypothetical
co-ordinate system within which the highest position is taken by the non-commercial,
static or cumulative publications which should be preserved. According to the author, this
article is an initial step towards a more thorough bibliographic research of the web.

Keywords: electronic resources, online resources, cataloguing of online resources,
taxonomy of online resources, criteria for the selection of online resources, lists of online
sites, bibliographic control of online resources, metadata
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