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The paper gives a list and short description of, in author’s opinion, some of the
greatest achievements and challenges set before librarian and information communities
regarding bibliographic control of electronic and online resources. Among the greatest
challenges ahead, the author includes ensuring the coverage of valuable electronic resources
by building large co-operative databases, applying bibliographic information to new
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purposes, as well as the adjustment of the selection criteria by using the special means
offered by the digital world, as well as the improvement of retrieval, description and
presentation of bibliographic records and metadata. The author explains the need for
encouraging the development of automated tools for the creation and maintenance of
bibliographic data and metadata. Among the special challenges set before cataloguers and
librarians in the field of further research, the author stresses the need for improved controlled
vocabulary mediating tools which would simplify the process of subject analysis. Among
the last group of challenges the author lists the widening of education possibilities and
further education of cataloguers and librarians so as to improve the comprehension of the
electronic resources issues and the establishing of a wider co-operation with expert
contributors from all levels of information industry.

Keywords: online bibliographic databases, digital resources, improvement of digital
resource access, Cooperative Online Resource Catalog (CORC), OCLC, RLG Cultural Material
Initiative, INFOMINE, selection of electronic resources, distributed processing model,
metadata, persistent identifiers of online resources, Web Characterization Project, FAST -
Faceted Application of Subject Terminology
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